
BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
March 11, 2026, 4:30pm 

10 East 7th Street, Barnegat Light New Jersey 
 

Council President Spark called the March 11, 2026 meeƟng to order at 4:30 pm and read the 
adequate noƟce statement. 
 

Roll Call Present: Spark, Reynolds, Foley, Gutowski, Saburn and MescoloƩo  
Also Present: AƩorney, Terry Brady, Sponge Washburn, Michele Inman, Cece Maƫna, Frank 
Mikuletzky, former Councilman, Kathleen Flanagan and Brenda Kuhn  
  

Pledge of Allegiance 
Clerk’s Statement: This meeƟng is being recorded and a wriƩen copy will be available in the Clerk’s 
Office 
 

February 11,2026 Regular Meeting 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark     X  
Reynolds   X    
Foley   X    
Gutowski   X    
Saburn   X    
Mescolotto   X    

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark   X    
Reynolds   X    
Foley   X    
Gutowski   X    
Saburn   X    
Mescolotto   X    

 

Approval of Building and Zoning Report 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark   X    
Reynolds   X    
Foley   X    
Gutowski   X    
Saburn   X    
Mescolotto   X    

 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Finance – Councilman Spark reported as follows: 

 Bills paid this month totaled $360,902.09 
 Budget meeting Tuesday. March 24, 2026 @ 10:00 AM 

Beaches & Parks – Councilwoman Reynolds reported as follows: 
 No revenue yet for pickleball 
 Paw Passes down $500.00 
 Beach badge revenue $14,000, down $500.00 from this time last year 
 Badge prices go up after June 5th 
 Extreme cold weather extremely brutal on wildlife 
 Talked about the 51’ whale that washed up, navigate by sound 
 Ocean water so cold many seahorses died 

Water/Sewer – Councilwoman Foley reported as follows: 
 Stoning the bulkhead 
 Dealing with the whale and snow 
 Paving on 7th and 29th streets should begin in April 
 Hydrant will be flushed 

Public Works – Councilman Gutowski reported as follows: 
 White stone at liveries 
 Trap rock by building 



 26th ‘Street walkway completed 
 Construction office framed and electrical almost completed 
 DPW did such a good job with the whale 
 Snow day after whale burial 
 Guys do a good job, we’re lucky to have them 

Docks & Harbors – Councilman Saburn reported as follows: 
 Slips are all rented  

Public Safety - Councilman Mescolotto reported as follows: 
 Make Court and Police report a part of the record 
 Court collected $392.00 in fines/Barnegat Light kept $323.00 
 Police had 431 actions in Barnegat Light which included business checks, 3 open doors, 

traffic stops, water leaks and more 
 Have very good police coverage 
 Officers helped some residents with driveway shoveling and some to the door 

 

PROCLAMATION:  
Heather deJong, Director of Advancement & Engagement Meals on Wheels Ocean County, was at 
the meeting and talked about the program. Councilman Spark read the proclamation and the 
proclamation was presented to Ms. deJong. 
 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING MARCH 2026 AS A MONTH CELEBRATING SENIOR NUTRITION 
PROGRAMS AND THEIR EFFORTS TO DELIVER MORE THAN MEALS 

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 1972, amendments to the Older Americans Act established a naƟonal 
nutriƟon program for older adults, creaƟng a network of community-based organizaƟons 
dedicated to supporƟng the health, independence, and dignity of seniors; and, 
 
WHEREAS, for more than five decades, Meals on Wheels Ocean County has helped older adults 
remain safely in their homes by providing access to nutriƟous meals and meaningful social 
connecƟon; and, 
WHEREAS, Meals on Wheels Ocean County supports older adults throughout Ocean County by 
delivering More Than Meals, offering Community, Care, and ConnecƟon through nutriƟous meals, 
wellness checks, and meaningful human interacƟon that help seniors remain healthy, 
independent, and connected; and, 
WHEREAS, in 2025, Meals on Wheels Ocean County delivered more than 286,000 meals to over 
2,200 seniors, ensuring that vulnerable residents had consistent access to nourishment and 
support; and, 
WHEREAS, the need for senior nutriƟon services conƟnues to grow as the aging populaƟon 
increases and more older adults face financial and social challenges, with nearly 53% of local 
parƟcipants unable to contribute to the $3 voluntary meal donaƟon, demonstraƟng the increased 
need for affordable senior nutriƟon programs among older adults; and, 
WHEREAS, dedicated volunteers and staff provide vital services each day, helping older adults 
remain independent and connected within their community; and, 
WHEREAS, Meals on Wheels programs naƟonwide are working together to raise awareness and 
advocate for the resources necessary to ensure no senior waits for essenƟal nutriƟon services; 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Michael Spark as AcƟng Mayor of the Borough of Barnegat Light, County of 
Ocean, State of New Jersey, do hereby proclaim March 2026 as a month celebraƟng senior 
nutriƟon programs and recognizing the important contribuƟons of Meals on Wheels Ocean 
County. I encourage all residents to take this opportunity to recognize the individuals served, honor 
the volunteers and staff who make this work possible, and support efforts to address senior hunger 
and social isolaƟon. 
 

OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
MoƟon to open: MescoloƩo  Seconded: Reynolds  All in favor: Aye 
 

Tim Brindley, 1404 Bayview Avenue, talked about naming the whale. He said that first one was 
Albert and the second was Beau and suggested that the next name began with a “C”. 
 

Connie Higgins, 10 E 11th Street, asked for informaƟon regarding the snow plowing. Councilman 
Gutowski addressed this issue. He said that the Borough had limited resources and can only plow 
6” at a Ɵme. They have to do the streets, the corners, 1st responders and fire hydrants. He said 
residents should hire someone to take care of their driveways when the town and county are 



done. On another topic, NJ Real, beach towns are asking for consideraƟon. Sponge said it was on 
hold right now and we should know something in about a month. 
 

Stu Paƫson, 7 E 17th Street, wanted to know if the Planning Board could protect small businesses 
because Councilwoman Reynolds, at a previous meeƟng, asked council if an ordinance could be 
introduced to keep commercial properƟes as commercial and not let them change to residenƟal. 
He was told that it is a council issue 
 

CLOSE PUBLIC SESSION 
Motion to open: Mescolotto  Seconded: Reynolds  All in favor: Aye 

RESOLUTIONS: 2026-061 TO 2026-066 

Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 
Spark   X    
Reynolds   X    
Foley X  X    
Gutowski  X X    
Saburn   X    
Mescolotto   X    

 

RESOLUTION 2026-061 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AMENDING PAGE 36 OF THE PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL REGARDING PERSONAL 
DAYS FOR FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES 
 

WHEREAS, the governing body has reviewed the provisions of the Personnel Policies & Procedures Manual 
relaƟng to personal leave benefits for full-Ɵme employees; and 
WHEREAS, the governing body desires to amend the policy to clarify the number of personal days granted 
based on years of service and to establish clear guidelines regarding usage and forfeiture of such days; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that page 36 of the Personnel Policies & Procedures Manual is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
Personal Days – Full-Time Employees 
Full-Ɵme employees shall be granted three (3) personal days per calendar year during their first five (5) 
years of service. 
Beginning in the sixth (6th) year of service and thereaŌer, full-Ɵme employees shall be granted five (5) 
personal days per calendar year. 
Personal days must be taken in full-day increments only. 
Personal days must be used within the calendar year in which they are granted. Unused personal days will 
not carry over to the following year. 
Employees who resign, are dismissed, or are otherwise separated from employment will not be 
compensated for any unused personal days. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this amendment shall take effect immediately upon adopƟon and shall be 
incorporated into the official Personnel Policies & Procedures Manual. 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-062 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
EMPLOYING DANA SONNABEND TO THE POSITION OF ADMINISTRATIVE CLERK 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Barnegat Light has a need to fill the posiƟon of AdministraƟve Clerk; and 
WHEREAS, Dana Sonnabend has submiƩed a resume and has been considered qualified for the posiƟon. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light, County of 
Ocean, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
Dana Sonnabend is hereby appointed as a full-Ɵme employee in the posiƟon of AdministraƟve Clerk for the 
Borough of Barnegat Light. 
Dana Sonnabend shall receive an annual salary of $40,000, subject to applicable payroll deducƟons and in 
accordance with Borough policies and procedures. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment shall take effect immediately upon adopƟon. 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-063 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AUTHORIZING THE EMPLOYMENT OF SEASONAL WORKERS 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Barnegat Light is in need of seasonal employees for the 2026 season; and 
WHEREAS, the following individuals are to be employed in seasonal posiƟons at the compensaƟon rates 
listed below; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Barnegat Light, County of 
Ocean, State of New Jersey, that the following seasonal employees are hereby approved for employment 
for the 2026 season at the rates of pay indicated. 
 



DOCKS & HARBORS 
NAME    POSITION  RATE__ 
Kenny, Ed   Dock Master  $18.75  
Madsen, Stanley  Ramp AƩendant  $18.00  
Thim, Merrill   Ramp AƩendant  $18.00  
Piscitello, Joseph  Ramp AƩendant  $17.00  
 

TRAM DRIVER 
Benson, Michael  Tram Driver  $17.75 
Lewis, Pete   Tram Driver  $18.00 
Borchert, Jeff   Tram Driver  $16.50 
Purakovics, John  Tram Driver  $16.50 
 

BOOTH 
Sheehan, Gerry   Booth AƩendant $18.00 
Kosar, Elaine   Booth AƩendant $18.00 
  
RESOLUTION 2026-064 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
EMPLOYING GENERAL CLERK 
 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light to employ a temporary, 
part-time General Clerk; and  
WHEREAS, the compensation shall be within the limits set forth in Salary Ordinance 2026-02. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the  
Borough of Barnegat Light, County of Ocean, State of New Jersey as follows: 

1. The Mayor and Council hereby employ Diane Guarino as a part- time, temporary General Clerk for 
the Borough retroactive to January 1, 2026. 

2. That Diane Guarino shall receive compensation in the amount of $22.50 per hour  
3. Certified copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to Diane Guarino and the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

RESOLUTION 2026-065 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF MUNICIPAL BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $360,902.09 
 

WHEREAS, the Finance CommiƩee of the Borough of Barnegat Light has examined the vouchers presented 
for payment, 
WHEREAS, said vouchers have been found to be in proper form and legally payable. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light, County of 
Ocean, State of New Jersey, that the approved vouchers, in the amount of $360,902.09, be and are hereby 
authorized for payment upon cerƟficaƟon by the Treasurer that sufficient funds are available in the 
appropriate accounts, and subject to the required signatures and funding. 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-066 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AUTHORZING NJ TEMPORARY DISABLIITY AND FAMILY LEAVE ACT PROVISION 
 

WHEREAS, Employee Number 00514 (“Employee”) will be taking an approved leave of absence for up to 
eighteen (18) weeks pursuant to the provisions of the Family and Medical Leave Act (“FMLA”) and the New 
Jersey Family Leave Act (“NJFLA”); and 
WHEREAS, the Employee is eligible to receive benefits through the State of New Jersey’s Temporary 
Disability Insurance (“TDI”) program and Family Leave Insurance (“FLI”) program, which provide parƟal 
wage replacement during periods of disability and family bonding leave; and 
WHEREAS, these State programs provide compensaƟon equal to approximately eighty-five percent (85%) 
of the Employee’s regular salary, resulƟng in a fiŌeen percent (15%) reducƟon in income during the leave 
period; and 
WHEREAS, the Employee has requested consideraƟon of a one-Ɵme accommodaƟon to bridge the fiŌeen 
percent (15%) difference between the State benefits received and the Employee’s regular salary; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council recognizes the value of supporƟng employees during important family 
events and, in the interest of conƟnuity and communicaƟon of the Employee’s job duƟes and municipal 
operaƟons; and 
WHEREAS, the Employee shall uƟlize two (2) weeks of accrued paid Ɵme off prior to the commencement 
of the State Temporary Disability Insurance benefits. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light, County of 
Ocean, State of New Jersey, that the Borough hereby authorizes a one-Ɵme accommodaƟon to supplement 
the State of New Jersey Temporary Disability Insurance (TDI) and Family Leave Insurance (FLI) benefits 
received by Employee Number 00514 so that the total compensaƟon during the applicable leave period 



equals one hundred percent (100%) of the Employee’s regular salary, aŌer the required use of two (2) weeks 
of accrued paid Ɵme off. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this salary differenƟal shall apply only for the duraƟon of the Employee’s 
approved leave under the State programs and shall be considered a one-Ɵme accommodaƟon that does 
not establish a precedent or policy for future requests. 
 

ORDINANCE: 

INTRODUCTION:   
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark   X    
Reynolds   X    

Foley  
 

X    
Gutowski X  X    

Saburn   X    
Mescolotto 

 
X X    

 

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2026-05 BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN 
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENTS TO 4TH STREET (BROADWAY TO WESTERLY 
END) AND  19TH STREET (BAYVIEW TO WESTERLY END) LOCATED IN THE BOROUGH, APPROPRIATING 
$650,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $335,225 BONDS AND NOTES TO FINANCE A 
PORTION OF THE COSTS THEREOF, AUTHORIZED IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, IN THE 
COUNTY OF OCEAN, NEW JERSEY 

ADJOURNMENT 

MoƟon: MescoloƩo Second:  Foley  All in Favor:  Aye 

 
APPROVED:      
         
__________________________                           _______________________________ 
ED WELLINGTON, MAYOR     BRENDA L. KUHN, MUNICIPAL CLERK 

 

FEBRUARY REPORTS FOR MARCH 2026 MEETING MINUTES 

COURT REPORT 

 



TAX AND UTILITY COLLECTOR’S REPORT 

 

 



 

 

 



WATER/SEWER DATA REPORT 

 

 

 

 



PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 

 

BILL LIST 

 



 

 



 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 



ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT 

 


