
BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

April 8, 2026, 4:30pm 
10 East 7th Street, Barnegat Light New Jersey

Council President Spark called the April 8, 2026 mee�ng to order at 4:30 pm and read the adequate 
no�ce statement.

Roll Call Present: Spark, Reynolds, Foley, Gutowski, Saburn and Mescolo�o
Also Present: Mayor Wellington, A�orney, Terry Brady, Sponge Washburn, Kathleen Flanagan and 
Brenda Kuhn  

Pledge of Allegiance 
Clerk’s Statement: This mee�ng is being recorded and a wri�en copy will be available in the Clerk’s 
Office 

Caucus Items 

Request to purchase Borough – owned property: 

 A resident submi�ed a request to purchase a Borough-owned property adjacent to their 
own. The Council determined that it has no interest in selling the property. Addi�onally, the 
Borough cannot sell property without providing public no�ce and following the required 
bidding process. A le�er will be sent to the resident outlining this decision and providing 
an explana�on.

Handicapped beach Access: 

 A le�er was received from a local resident and beachgoer reques�ng handicapped beach 
access. Due to budgetary constraints, the Beach Wheels Program is the only 
accommoda�on we are currently able to provide.

 Councilwoman Reynolds and the Beaches and Parks Commi�ee proposed increasing the 
rent for the Lifeguard House from $40.00 to $60.00. All Councilmembers expressed their 
support for the increase. 

LBI School district update:  

 The school will receive 3% in State Aid this year which should help them with their 
budget. A preliminary budget was presented during the March Board of Educa�on 
mee�ng; Barnegat Light residents may see a slight reduc�on in the school tax rate. 

 Next Board of Educa�on Mee�ng will be held April 28, 2026 at 6:30 pm

 Students have enjoyed a dance, held a musical, and have par�cipated in a�er school 
enrichment ac�vi�es which included clubs such as skateboarding, cursive wri�ng and 
croche�ng

 3rd to 6th graders par�cipated in an internet safety and social media that was presented by 
the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office 

 Kindergarten registra�on will open on April 14th

 There will be a summer soccer camp in July 

 The hooked-on fishing, not on drugs, youth surf fishing tournament will take place on 
Saturday, August 8th

Ship bo�om to host Elected Official Training:

 Mandatory OCJIF for Elected Officials training April 15th at 5pm 

 $250.00 credit on insurance premium for each member who completes training 

 May also can be done online  
D2Cyber Security: 

 Part 2 is now available 

 If you haven’t done Part 1, try to get that done and move on to Part 2 

March 11,2026 Regular Meeting 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark X X 

Reynolds X 

Foley X 

Gutowski X 

Saburn X X 

Mescolotto X 



March 24,2026 Special Meeting – Budget Workshop 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark X 

Reynolds X X 

Foley X X 

Gutowski X 

Saburn X 

Mescolotto X 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark X 

Reynolds X X 

Foley X X 

Gutowski X 

Saburn X 

Mescolotto X 

Approval of Building and Zoning Report 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark X 

Reynolds X 

Foley X 

Gutowski X 

Saburn X 

Mescolotto X 

PROCLAMATION:  
National Library Week is April 19th – 25th

Mayor Wellington read the Proclamation 
Na�onal Library Week 2026 Proclama�on

WHEREAS, libraries spark crea�vity, fuel imagina�on, and inspire lifelong learning, offering a space 
where individuals of all ages can find joy through explora�on and discovery;
WHEREAS, libraries serve as vibrant community hubs, connec�ng people with knowledge, 
technology, and resources while fostering civic engagement, cri�cal thinking, and cultural 
enrichment;  
WHEREAS, libraries provide free and equitable access to books, digital tools, and innova�ve 
programming, ensuring that all individuals—regardless of background—have the support they 
need to learn, connect, and thrive;  
WHEREAS, libraries partner with schools, businesses, and organiza�ons to maximize resources, 
increase efficiency, and expand access to essen�al services, strengthening the en�re community;
WHEREAS, libraries empower job seekers, entrepreneurs, and lifelong learners by providing access 
to resources, training, and opportuni�es that support career growth and economic success;
WHEREAS, libraries nurture young minds through story�mes, STEAM programs, and literacy 
ini�a�ves, fostering curiosity and a love of learning that lasts a life�me;
WHEREAS, libraries protect the right to read, think, and explore without censorship, standing as 
champions of intellectual freedom and free expression;  
WHEREAS, dedicated librarians and library workers provide welcoming spaces that inspire 
discovery, collabora�on, and crea�vity for all;
WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, and library workers across the country are joining together to 
celebrate Na�onal Library Week under the theme “Find Your Joy”;
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, Ed Wellington, Mayor, Borough of Barnegat Light, proclaim 
April 19–25, 2026, as Na�onal Library Week. During this week, I encourage all residents to visit 
their library, explore its resources, and celebrate all the ways that the library helps our community 
find joy.  

Anne Barkey, President of the Friends of Libraries, said “you took the words right out of my mouth”. 
She thanked the people of Barnegat Light for their support because they come out in droves. She 
invited everyone to a presenta�on on one of the scariest things on the planet this coming 
Wednesday.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Finance – Councilman Spark reported as follows: 

 Finance committee reviewed and approved the bills in the amount of 510,490.63 

 Pointed out that one of the largest bills was the Regional School Tax 



 2026 Budget was being introduced tonight 
Beaches & Parks – Councilwoman Reynolds reported as follows: 

 Reminder to buy beach badges by June 5th

 Beach Badge revenue down $3,000 from this time last year 

 Paw Pass revenue is down $570 from this time last year 

 Ospreys are back and Piping Plovers will be back, hopefully in the restoration area 
Water/Sewer – Councilwoman Foley reported as follows: 

 7th Street water main is being replaced from oceanfront, down across Broadway and the 
about 100 feet north 

 Hydrants will be flushed in the next couple of weeks 
Public Works – Councilman Gutowski reported as follows: 

 Construction office remodel is wrapping up; floors are being installed today 

 Floors, trim and a little caulk and they can move back in, looks terrific 

 26th Street walkway completed 

 22nd Street walkway will be repaired 

 11th Street will start soon 

 The water will be turned back on at the bathrooms and water fountains 

 In conjunction with Docks & Harbors, redoing all the stone from south to north on 
Bayview Ave. 

 Siding on the dock bathroom will be done with material left over from the Post Office  
Docks & Harbors – Councilman Saburn reported as follows: 

 Ramp will officially open April 14th – staffed 

 All of the boat slips are rented 

 Kayak registration revenue is a little down from last year 
Public Safety - Councilman Mescolotto reported as follows: 

 Asked to make the Police report and Court report a part of the record 

 Police report show increase in traffic stops, some get warnings and others get tickets 

 Checking on homes and businesses is up 

 No serious crime 

 Fire alarms going off 

 Police coverage looks more than adequate – Safe 

OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
Mo�on to open: Mescolo�o Seconded:  Reynolds All in favor: Aye 

John Nistad, of 28 W 3rd Street, asked about the Revalua�on postcard.

Rich Brodman, of 4 E. 10th Street, speaking on behalf of the Barnegat Light Taxpayers’ Associa�on, 
announced that the Wine & Cheese party will be held on May 24th. He also stated that their first 
general mee�ng will take place on June 13th and will feature the Ocean County Administrator and 
two County Commissioners as speakers. He added that the county has funds available for EMT 
training. 

Tim Brindley, of 1404 Bayview Avenue, reported that the Easter Egg Hunt had an excellent turnout. 
He commended Allan Canter for his role as the Easter Bunny. He es�mated that approximately 400 
people a�ended, no�ng that the strong par�cipa�on reflects the town’s character and expressing 
pride in living in the community. 

Mo�on to Close: Mescolo�o Seconded:  Saburn All in Favor: Aye 



RESOLUTIONS:



ORDINANCE/INTRODUCTION 

Ordinance 2026-06 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, CREATING AN OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT FOR INCLUSIONARY HOUSING 

INTRODUCTION:   
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark X 

Reynolds X X 

Foley X 

Gutowski X 

Saburn X 

Mescolotto X X 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 St. Francis Community Center-18 Mile Run – October 11, 2026 - approved 

 LBI Rotary Club-1/8 Mile Fun Run - approved 

 Marion Cianci-Adapted Prop Yoga – Thursdays – June 4th – September 3 8:30am to 9:45 -
approved 

 Golden Hour Fitness request for Monday or Friday class at the pavilion approved – chose 
Mondays 



 Troop 26 Boy Scout Camping on 9th Street – May 15-17 - approved 

 LBIHA Request for Moonlight Tram Ride Donation - denied 

 Request for Sunrise Beach Yin Yoga – not on the beach offer lawn or pavilion at park 
 Girl Scout Request to Camp on 11th St Beach – approved  

APPROVED:      

__________________________                           _______________________________ 
ED WELLINGTON, MAYOR   BRENDA L. KUHN, MUNICIPAL CLERK 

REPORTS TO FOLLOW

March Reports for April 2026 Mee�ng Minutes

COURT REPORT



TAX AND UTILITY COLLECTOR’S REPORT



WATER/SEWER DATA REPORT



PAYMENT OF CLAIMS



BILL LIST







TREASURER’S REPORT



ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT



POLICE REPORT


