
BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
August 12, 2026, 4:30pm 

10 East 7th Street, Barnegat Light New Jersey 
 

Mayor Wellington called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M. and read the adequate notice 

statement. 
 

Roll Call Present: Reynolds, Foley, Gutowski, Saburn and Mescolotto  
Also Present: Terry Brady, Cecile Mattina, Sponge Washburn, Brenda Kuhn,  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Clerk’s Statement: This meeting is being recorded, and a written copy will be available in the 
Clerk’s Office 
 

Caucus Items 
 
One Mile Swim 

• Mayor Wellington praised Bob Preston, Jon Schulze, and the lifeguard personnel for their 
efforts in organizing a successful Ocean-Mile Swim Event. 

• Mayor Wellington expressed his interest in promoting the Ocean-Mile Swim as a 
community wide event for Barnegat Light. 

 
Dinner Party on 11th St. Beach 

• A request was submitted to hold a small gathering of approximately 20–25 people 
following a marriage proposal. 

• Council expressed their support for the request. 
 

 Dredging 

• Mayor Wellington reported that the High Bar Harbor Taxpayer’s Association is 
considering dredging one or two lagoons at its own expense. 

• The dredging company requested permission to use the 16th Street end for the project 

• If the project proceeds, the Borough would likely permit use of the 16th Street end, as it 
has in the past. 
 

Parking Signs 

• Mayor Wellington addressed the lack of parking signs along Central Avenue. 

• The Superintendent of Public Works has ordered additional signs to address the issue. 
 

Drone Use for Monitoring Beaches 

• Councilman Mescolotto reported that the Long Beach Township Police Department has 
been using drones to monitor the beaches. 

• The Chief of Police has ordered two new drones for use on the north end, along with 
specialized vehicles that hold the drones until dispatch releases them. 

• Councilman Mescolotto requested that a demonstration be conducted with Beach Patrol, 
and the Chief agreed. 

• It was emphasized that the drones would be used for lifesaving and emergency response 
purposes. 

 

Approval of Minutes – July 8, 2026 - Regular Meeting Minutes 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark      X 

Reynolds   X    

Foley X  X    

Gutowski   X    

Saburn  X X    

Mescolotto   X    
 

 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report 



Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark      X 

Reynolds   X    

Foley   X    

Gutowski   X    

Saburn  X X    

Mescolotto X  X    

 

Approval of Building and Zoning Report 

Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark      X 

Reynolds   X    

Foley X  X    

Gutowski   X    

Saburn   X    

Mescolotto  X X    

 
Committee Reports 
 

Finance: Councilman Gutowski, in place of Councilman Spark reported as follows: 

• Bills approved for payment total $2,887,822.84 

• Major Expenses  
o Regional school tax - $187,611.00 
o Ocean County Tax Levy - $1,716,330.00 
o Local Public-School Tax – $141,346.75 
o Police Service Contract – $192,718.78 
 

Beaches & Parks: Councilwoman Reynolds reported as follows: 

• Lifeguard staffing has decreased as the summer season comes to an end. 

• Beach badge revenue totaled $235,581 at this point in the season. 

• Praise was expressed for the success of the Ocean Mile Swim Event. 

• Dog park revenue decreased compared to 2025. 

• Pickleball revenue decreased compared to 2025. 

• The restoration area was reported to be very successful, benefiting piping plovers, 
American oystercatchers and black skimmers. 

• It was reported that ospreys are being negatively impacted by a lack of fish in the 
ocean. 
 

Water/Sewer: Councilwoman Foley reported as follows: 

• A leak occurred on Central Avenue between 6th and 7th Street and was promptly 
addressed and repaired by the Public Works Department. 

 
Public Works: Councilman Gutowski reported as follows: 

• Public Works was praised for its efforts in keeping up with routine summer 
maintenance. 

• The Livery bathroom project has been completed. 

• Work on the fencing near the First Aid Building is currently underway. 

• Beach access walkways are being cleaned up in response to concerns raised by 
beachgoers 
 

Docks & Harbors: Councilman Saburn reported as follows: 

• Boat ramp revenue has increased compared to 2025. 

• All boat slips are currently rented. 

• Boat ramp attendants have been monitoring the kayak areas to enforce permit 
requirements for kayaks without stickers. As a result, kayak permit sales have 
increased over the past month. 

• The issue of overflow at the kayak beach was discussed, including the possibility of 
constructing storage racks or limiting kayak permits to residents only. 

 

Public Safety: Councilman Mescolotto reported as follows: 

• Calls for medical assistance have about doubled. 



• Driving under the influence incidents have about doubled. 

• One structure fire was reported. 

• Complaints regarding fireworks were addressed with the Chief of Police, and 
enforcement will be increased. 

• Traffic stops increased from 39 in June to 96 in July. 

• Complaints regarding large trucks traveling on residential streets designated as non-
truck routes were addressed. Police have been made aware of the issue and will 
enforce more heavily. 
 

Open Public Session 
Motion: Reynolds Second: Mescolotto    All in Favor:   Aye 
 
Tim Brindley, 1404 Bayview, commented on the increased popularity of Barnegat Light. He noted 
that a recent night climb at the lighthouse resulted in 2,000 cars in the State Park parking lot and 
that the Coast Guard Open House held that day also drew a large crowd. Brindley commended the 
Mayor and Council for their positive influence on the community and its growing popularity. 
 
Bob Preston, 22 West 4th Street and President of the Friends of Barnegat Light Beach Patrol 
reported that, through the success of the organization they were able to donate rain jackets and 
rescue fins to all Barnegat Light lifeguards. Preston discussed the many successes of the Ocean 
Mile Swim and specifically recognized Barnegat Light resident Erin Scott, age 62, who placed fourth 
overall in the women’s division, finishing just eight seconds behind the first-place finisher, who was 
16 years old. Councilman Mescolotto asked how many people attended the event, and Preston 
estimated attendance at 800 to 1,000 people. 
 
Bruce Allen, 1405 Seaview, commended the Police Department for its increased traffic 
enforcement efforts. 

Eileen Meko, 12 East 19th Street, requested that the Borough install additional Mobi Mats at the 
19th St. beach entrances. Mayor Wellington responded that there may be additional mats in 
storage and that he would look this. Meko also noted that the street number signs on the beach 
have become degraded. Mayor Wellington stated that he would have Public Works address the 
issue. 

Bruce Theuerkauf, 9 East 19th Street, commended the Borough for upgrading the garbage 
receptacles at the street end but noted that there are no markings distinguishing recycling from 
regular trash. Mayor Wellington explained that the recycling facility has strict requirements 
regarding acceptable materials and that there have been issues with improper disposal of 
recycling and trash. As a result, the street end receptacles will be designated for regular garbage 
only.  Theuerkauf also asked Council to consider making the 19th Street beach access 
handicapped accessible if the walkway is extended as previously discussed. Council appreciated 
the suggestion but explained that the project would be beyond the current capabilities of the 
Public Works Department and would be a lengthy and costly. Theuerkauf asked whether there 
was still a lawsuit involving the Island municipalities and mainland municipalities regarding the 
distribution of school taxes, noting the small number of students from the Island. Mayor 
Wellington responded that Barnegat Light will not fund any lawsuit with that regard at this time. 
Theuerkauf also requested that microphones be installed to allow the Mayor and Council to be 
heard more clearly during meetings. 

Allan Canter, 1 West 29th Street, commended Bob Preston and John Schulze for their efforts in 
making the Ocean Mile Swim a successful event. 
 
Bob Durham, 9 West 29th Street, spoke on behalf of Zion Lutheran Church and Jersey City Lutheran 
Church and thanked the Mayor and Council for providing daily beach badges for their event. He 
noted that many of the attendees from Jersey City had never been to the beach. Mr. Durham 
expressed how moved he was by the event and his appreciation for the Borough’s support. 

 

Close Public Session 
Motion: Gutowski      Second: Reynolds  All in Favor:   Aye 



 
Resolutions:  
2026-092,2026-093, 2026-094, 2026-095, 2026-096, were read by title and voted on together. 
 

Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark      X 

Reynolds  X X    

Foley   X    

Gutowski X  X    

Saburn   X    

Mescolotto   X    

 
RESOLUTION 2026-092 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

APPROVING THE CERTIFIED LIST OF ALL VOLUNTEER MEMBERS OF THE BARNEGAT LIGHT VOLUNTEER 

FIRE COMPANY WHO QUALIFIED FOR CREDIT UNDER THE LOSAP PROGRAM FOR THE YEAR 2025 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 01-018 of the Borough of Barnegat Light implemented the Length of Service 

Award Program (LOSAP) for the Barnegat Light Volunteer Fire Company and was passed by voters by a 

referendum on November 6, 2001; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to NJSA 40A:14-191, emergency service organizations participating in a Length of 

Service Award Program (LOSAP) shall annually certify to the sponsoring agency a list of all volunteer 

members who have qualified for credit under the LOSAP program for the previous year: and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has received and reviewed such certified list from the President of the 

Barnegat Light Volunteer Fire Company. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light as follows: 

1. Per the certified list received, as shown on Schedule A, attached, Barnegat Light Volunteer Fire 

Company members are hereby approved to receive the 2025 LOSAP award. 

2. Qualified members will each receive $996.40 for the 2025 LOSAP award, pursuant to application 

approval.  

3. The certified list of members shall be posted on the official bulletin board of the Municipal Clerk of the 

Borough of Barnegat Light and at the Barnegat Light Volunteer Fire Company for a period of thirty (30) 

days to allow sufficient time for membership review. 

4. Appeals shall be mailed to the Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Barnegat Light, P. O. Box 576, Barnegat 

Light, NJ 08006-0576, and must be received within thirty (30) days of the posting date of the approved 

certified list. 

RESOLUTION 2026-093 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
APPROVING THE CERTIFIED LIST OF ALL VOLUNTEER MEMBERS OF THE BARNEGAT LIGHT FIRST AID 
SQUAD WHO QUALIFIED FOR CREDIT UNDER THE LOSAP PROGRAM FOR THE YEAR 2025 
 
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 01-019 of the Borough of Barnegat Light implemented the Length of Service 
Award Program (LOSAP) for the Barnegat Light First Aid Squad and was passed by voters by a referendum 
on November 6, 2001; and  
WHEREAS, pursuant to NJSA 40A:14-191, emergency service organizations participating in a Length of 
Service Award Program (LOSAP) shall annually certify to the sponsoring agency a list of all volunteer 
members who have qualified for credit under the LOSAP program for the previous year: and 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body has received and reviewed such certified list from the President of the 
Barnegat Light First Aid Squad. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light as follows: 
1. The certified list of Barnegat Light First Aid Squad members is hereby approved to receive the 2025 

LOSAP award and is reflected on the attached Schedule A.  
2. Qualified members will each receive $441.91 for the 2025 LOSAP award, pursuant to application 

approval.  
3. The certified list of members shall be posted on the official bulletin board of  
4. the Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Barnegat Light and at the Barnegat 
Light First Aid Squad for a period of thirty (30) days to allow sufficient time for membership review. 
5. Appeals shall be mailed to the Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Barnegat Light, P.O. Box 576, 

Barnegat Light, NJ 08006-0576, and must be received within thirty (30) days of the posting date of 
the approved certified list 

 



RESOLUTION 2026-094 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER NUMBER ONE TO THE  2024 ROAD IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT -7TH STREET FROM EAST END TO BAYVIEW AVENUE AND UTITITLY REPLACEMENT CONTRACT WITH 

SHORE CONNECTION, INC., FOR ADDITIONAL WATER UTILITY WORK  

WHEREAS, a contract was previously awarded to Shore Connection, Inc. for the 2024 Road Improvement 

Project & Utility Replacement Project for 7th Street, East End to Bayview Avenue and in the amount of 

$921,869.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council wish to authorize a change order which will result in an increase 

of $29,700 in the contract price, consisting of additional water utility work; and 

WHEREAS, this change order amounts to an increase of 3.22% of the original contract awarded to Shore 

Connection, Inc.; and 

WHEREAS, this change order has been recommended by the Borough Engineer and agreed to by the 

contractor. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light, 

County of Ocean, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. That the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light do hereby authorize the execution 

of Change Order Number 1 to the contract with Shore Connection, Inc. the 2024 Road Improvement Project 

& Utility Replacement Project- 7th Street, FROM East End to Bayview Avenue, to provide for an increase of the 

contract price from $921,869 to $951,569 or a net increase in the contract price in the net amount of 

$29,700, for additional water utility work.  

2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute Change Order Number 1, a copy of which 

is attached hereto & is incorporated herein by reference. 

3. That a certificate of availability of funds executed by the Chief Financial Officer is annexed hereto.    The 

following line-item appropriations or ordinances constitute the availability of funds for this contract: 

                                                Barnegat Light Bond Ordinances 2025-04 

4. That a certified copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Chief Financial Officer, the Borough 

Engineer and Shore Connections, Inc. 

RESOLUTION 2026-095 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF MUNICIPAL BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,887,822.84 
 
WHEREAS, the Finance Committee of the Borough of Barnegat Light has examined the vouchers 
presented for payment, 
WHEREAS, said vouchers have been found to be in proper form and legally payable. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Barnegat Light, County 
of Ocean, State of New Jersey, that the approved vouchers, in the amount of $2,887,822.84, be and are 
hereby authorized for payment upon certification by the Treasurer that sufficient funds are available in 
the appropriate accounts, and subject to the required signatures and funding. 
 

RESOLUTION 2026-096 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
APPOINTING STEPHEN WALSH AS ACTING LIEUTENANT OF THE BEACH PATROL FOR THE REMAINDER OF 
THE 2026 SEASON 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2026-080 employed the Beach Patrol personnel for the 2026 beach season; and 
WHEREAS, Lieutenant Ross will be leaving his position prior to the conclusion of the 2026 beach season; 
and 
WHEREAS, the Beach Patrol is in need of leadership for the remainder of the 2026 season; and 
WHEREAS, Stephen Walsh has served as a lifeguard with the Beach Patrol for nine (9) years and possesses 
the experience necessary to provide leadership to the Beach Patrol; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council desires to appoint Stephen Walsh to serve as Acting Lieutenant of the 
Beach Patrol for the remainder of the 2026 season; and 
WHEREAS, compensation for the position of Acting Lieutenant shall be Twenty-Four Dollars and Twenty-
Five Cents ($24.25) per hour. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Borough if Barnegat Light, 
County of Ocean, State of New Jersey, that Stephen Walsh is hereby appointed as Acting Lieutenant of the 
Beach Patrol for the remainder of the 2026 season, effective immediately. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Stephen Walsh shall be compensated at the rate of $24.25 per hour for 
services performed in the capacity of Acting Lieutenant for the remainder of the 2026 beach season. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all other provisions of Resolution No. 2026-080 shall remain in full force 
and effect. 
 

Ordinances: Introduction 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-10 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNEGAT LIGHT, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY, AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING § 94.3 OF THE BOROUGH CODE, ENTITLED “DUTIES 
AND POWERS OF FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR,” TO REVISE THE DESIGNATION OF THE 
BOROUGH FLOODPLAIN ADMINSTRATOR. 

INTRODUCTION: 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark   
 

  X 

Reynolds   X    

Foley X 
 

X    

Gutowski   X    

Saburn   X    

Mescolotto 
 

X X    

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-11 
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A FIRE TRUCK, APPROPRIATING 
$1,750,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,662,500 BONDS AND NOTES TO 
FINANCE A PORTION OF THE COSTS THEREOF, AUTHORIZED IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 
BARNEGAT LIGHT, IN THE COUNTY OF OCEAN, NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCTION: 
Wellington Moved Second Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Spark   
 

  X 

Reynolds   X    

Foley  
 

X    

Gutowski X  X    

Saburn   X    

Mescolotto 
 

X X    
 

 

Correspondence  
 

Adjournment  
 

Motion: Gutowski Second:  Mescolotto All in Favor:  Aye 

APPROVED:      
         
__________________________                           _______________________________ 
ED WELLINGTON, MAYOR                                           BRENDA L. KUHN, MUNICIPAL CLERK 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July Reports for August 2026 Meeting Minutes 

COURT REPORT 

 

 

 

TAX AND UTILITY COLLECTOR’S REPORT 

 

 



 

 

WATER/SEWER DATA REPORT

  

 

 

 



PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

POLICE REPORT 
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BEACH PATROL 
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BOAT RAMP 

 

 

 

 



BEACH BADGES 
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